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COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the County Council held on Thursday, 14 February 2019 at 
10.00 am at Council Chamber, County Offices, Kendal 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Councillor Mrs EA Mallinson (Chairman) 
 

Mr J Airey 
Mr T Allison 
Mr MS Barbour 
Mr AL Barry 
Mr J Bell 
Mrs PA Bell 
Mr B Berry 
Mr RW Betton 
Mr RK Bingham 
Mr J Bland 
Mrs C Bowditch (Vice-Chair) 
Mr A Bowness 
Mr M Brereton 
Mrs A Burns 
Mrs HF Carrick 
Mr F Cassidy 
Mr W Clark 
Mr SB Collins 
Mr A Connell 
Mr GD Cook 
Mr N Cotton 
Mr P Dew 
Ms C Driver 
Ms D Earl 
Mr GM Ellis 
 

Mr D English 
Mrs S Evans 
Miss HJ Fearon 
Mr LN Fisher 
Mr D Gawne 
Mr W Graham 
Mrs BC Gray 
Mr KR Hamilton 
Mrs RC Hanson 
Mr M Hawkins 
Mr K Hitchen 
Mr C Hogg 
Mr N Hughes 
Mr A Kennon 
Mr AWC Lamb 
Lord R Liddle 
Mr J Lister 
Mr KA Little 
Mr T Lywood 
Mr J Mallinson 
Mr AJ Markley 
Mr NH Marriner 
Ms C McCarron-Holmes 
Mr W McEwan 
Mr A McGuckin 
 

Mr P McSweeney 
Mr FI Morgan 
Mrs M Rae 
Mr GRPM Roberts 
Mrs S Sanderson 
Mr B Shirley 
Mr DE Southward 
Mr S Stoddart 
Mrs V Tarbitt 
Mr P Thornton 
Mrs C Tibble 
Mr CP Turner 
Mrs H Wall 
Mr WJ Wearing 
Mr C Weber 
Mr D Whipp 
Mr CJ Whiteside 
Mrs EL Williamson 
Mrs J Willis 
Mr D Wilson 
Mr M Wilson 
Mr AW Wonnacott 
Mr R Worthington 
Mr SF Young 
 

 
 
There were 76 members present at the start of the meeting.  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Mr HGG Graham, Dr S Haraldsen, 
Mr JS Holliday, Mr T Wentworth Waites, Mr R Watson, Mr S Wielkopolski and 
Mr MH Worth. 
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63 ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
 
 
64 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declaration of interest made on this occasion. 
 
 
65 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED that,  the press and public be not excluded from the meeting during 

consideration of any items in business in the agenda today. 
 
 
66 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
There were no questions, petitions or statements made on this occasion. 
 
 
67 MINUTES 
 
RESOLVED that,  the minutes of the meeting held on 10 January 2019 be agreed 

with the following amendments:- 
 
On Minute No 56 – second paragraph to read ‘ Mr J Airey asked the Leader to 
outline how the budget consultation had..... ‘ 
 
On Minute No 57 – third paragraph to read ‘The grounds for call in would be 
clarified....’  
 
On Minute No 58 – page 13 paragraph six insert the words Walkmill Community 
Woodlands, before the words Moresby Parks. 
 
Mr P Dew and Mr J Mallinson asked that it be recorded that they had both asked 
questions which had not been included.  However, they did not propose any 
amendments to the minutes. 
 
The Monitoring Officer reminded members that the minutes were not a verbatim 
record of the meetings. 
 
 
68 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
The Chairman announced that details of the engagements undertaken by herself 
and the Vice Chair since the last meeting had been circulated to all members. 
  
She then brought members attention to the launch of the fundraising appeal for 
Jigsaw, which was one of her chosen charities. 
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Jigsaw was Cumbria’s Children’s Hospice and provided essential one-to-one care 
for children and young adults with life limiting illnesses, as well as extending the 
care and support to their families. Jigsaw’s home-from-home environment allowed 
the nurses to match the children and young adults home routine as closely as 
possible, ensuring a smooth, relaxing and peaceful transition between the home and 
hospice environments. 
 
To help raise funds Jigsaw was going to try to build Cumbria’s Biggest Jigsaw – and 
schools, libraries, care homes and community groups had been invited to take part 
and design their very own giant jigsaw piece.  
 
The theme for the designs was ‘Love Cumbria’ where registrants were encouraged 
to draw, paint or design a piece showcasing what they loved the most about 
Cumbria, whether that be the lakes, fells, gingerbread or Beatrix Potter.  
 
The Chairman asked members to let her know if they were aware of any groups 
who may be interested in getting creative.   
 
Everyone who took part would be invited to help assemble the jigsaw on 
Wednesday 27 March 2019. 
 
The Leader of the Council announced that following a competitive process against a 
number of other councils bidding for funding, the Ministry of Housing, Communities 
and Local Government had now confirmed that they would grant £102m for the 
£112m scheme for Carlisle Southern Link Road. The remaining £10 million needed 
would be shared by Cumbria County Council and Carlisle City Council who would 
recoup the investment from future developer contributions.  Construction work was 
planned to start in spring 2021 for a two year period. 
 
The Leader also announced that he had received a letter from the Deputy Director – 
Children’s Services Improvement and Intervention Unit to say how pleased she was 
to hear about Cumbria’s ongoing work to continue to improve the children’s social 
care services, following Ofsted’s judgement of ‘requires improvement’ in January 
2017. 
 
The letter stated that the period of support and supervision from the Department of 
Education was now complete, and that formal involvement had now ended. 
 
The Leader asked council to recognise the work both by officers and members, 
cross party, for the work they had undertaken in relation to the improvement 
journey. 
 
Members congratulated Mrs Burns, Mrs Evans, Mr Fairbairn, Mrs Tarbitt  and the 
Executive Director – People – Mr Macilwraith for all the time and effort they had 
invested in making the improvements required. 
    
The Cabinet Member for Schools and Learning announced that pupil achievement 
had shown strong progress in the Early Years, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. There 
had also been positive improvements in SEND outcomes in all phases. Despite 
some individual school and provider improvements at GCSE and Post 16, overall 
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2018 performance in these phases had been static in comparison to national 
figures.  
 
With reference to Ofsted Inspections the Cabinet Member reported that there had 
been a total of 86 inspections during the academic year 2017-2018.  63 schools 
retained a good or outstanding grade, eight improved their grade to good or better 
and four declined from good or better to Requires Improvement (RI) or Serious 
Weaknesses (SW).  
 
The SEND outcomes Early Years Foundation School Profile provisional data in 
September 2018 showed an improvement for both SEND pupil groups (EHCP and 
SEN Support) compared to 2017. Emerging national data showed that Cumbria had 
performed better than national for both SEND groups. 
 
The Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport was delighted to announce that 
Cumbria County Council had been allocated £1.6m from the Department for 
Transport (DfT) to spend on trialling new technology and surface materials to fill 
potholes. 
 
Cumbria was one of just 8 local authorities in the country to be selected as part of 
the Government’s ‘Live Lab’ areas to carry out real world tests using new highways 
technology and methods on local roads.  If the trials were found to be successful 
then authorities up and down the country could soon be adopting a similar approach 
to here in Cumbria. 
 
The Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport then commended the Transport 
for the North’s Strategic Transport Plan. The County Council and the LEP had been 
involved in developing the 30 year plan, and he AGREED to ensure each group 
office had a copy. 
 
The Cabinet Member for Customers, Transformation and Fire and Rescue updated 
members on the customer service programme.   
 
The team had been working hard to get the building blocks in place and the last 6 
months had seen a real change in pace across the programme.  A call management 
system (CXM) had been implemented that allowed the council to monitor calls and 
analyse data (including abandon rates, time taken to answer and resolve the issue), 
and to use the data to improve the service offered to customers. 
 
A number of other tangible, customer facing, improvements had been made 
alongside those building blocks:- 
 

 An improved website so customers could more easily do business with the 
council and access a greater range of services online 

 A new system for skips and scaffold permits had been launched which 
offered a simplified process that gave front line staff the information they 
needed and vastly reduced internal process.  This would soon be available 
for businesses to complete online. A better and more convenient service for 
customers and one which produced savings 
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 A new blue badge process had been introduced which was far simpler to 
complete, sped up response times and reduced staff time.   

 
Feedback from staff on both of these new processes has been extremely positive. 
 
The Cabinet Member for Health and Care Services made an announcement about 
Cumbria Care Residential Homes and the significant Investment that continued in 
the Council’s in house provider  
 
Construction of the two new 60-bed Residential homes, one in Carlisle and one in 
Whitehaven was now complete. They had been delivered ahead of the original 
schedule and within the £6m (each) budget by Eric Wright Construction Ltd.  It had 
been a huge combined effort from the service managers, capital programme team 
and the contractors to achieve this whilst ensuring that the needs of staff and 
residents had been reflected in all the decisions around design and build.  
 
Staff and residents had also been involved in the names with Carlisle’s new home 
being called Burnrigg Court, whilst Copeland’s would be known as The Gables. 
 
Registered managers had now been appointed for both homes and feedback from 
staff about the "light, airy and modern buildings" had been positive. 
  
Alongside the investment in the new care homes Cumbria County Council was 
continuing to invest in other Residential homes across Cumbria to ensure they 
would also continue to provide modern quality care to all of our residents.  
 
 
69 MINUTES OF THE CABINET 
 
The Leader presented the minutes of the Executive meeting held on 7 February 
2019. 
 
On Minute No 88 - Mr P Dew was encouraged to hear that the County Council had 
signed the Mental Health Charter and that this followed on from the Time to Change 
Employers Pledge.  He asked whether the Leader would join him in congratulating a 
group of sixth form students from colleges in Eden on their Share a Smile project.  
The project had been developed and designed by the young people involved 
working alongside Carlisle Eden Mind, to help increase young people and the wider 
community’s understanding of positive mental health and the impact everyone can 
have on this by sharing kindness with each other. 
 
The Leader said this sounded excellent and he also congratulated the youngsters 
for taking part in the initiative. 
 
Mr Dew said he hoped the learning from this would be shared with other local 
committees. 
 
RESOLVED,  that the minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 7 February 2019 be 

noted.  
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70 REVENUE BUDGET 2019/20 AND MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL PLAN 
2019/20-2021/22 AND DRAFT CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2019-2024 

 
The Deputy Leader presented the Revenue Budget 2019/20 and Medium Term 
Financial Plan 2019/2020 - 2021/2022 and Draft Capital Programme 2019 – 2024 
which advised that on 7 February 2019, Cabinet had agreed the budget proposal for 
recommendation to Council after consideration of the budget consultation process 
and that Council was asked to agree the recommendations as set out in Section 1 of 
the Report. 
 
A copy of the Constitution Part 5F - Procedure for Budget Debate at Council was 
circulated to all members of the Council.  During the debate the Chairman reminded 
all members that they could speak for 5 minutes and only once, unless to raise a 
point of order. 
 
The Deputy Leader highlighted that there was a slight change to recommendations 
1.2, 1.2 (c), and 1.2 (e) where the years should read 2019/20, not 2018/19.  
Members noted these changes. 
 
The Deputy Leader commented that the budget was set against a backdrop of 
uncertainty, and there were a number of government consultations underway that 
would fundamentally impact the future finances.  
 
In moving the recommendations the Deputy Leader thanked everyone involved in 
producing the balanced budget.  He referred to the Fair Funding Review which had 
sought views on the approach to measuring the relative needs and resources of 
local authorities, which would determine new baseline funding allocations for local 
authorities in England in 2020-21, inevitably there would be winners and losers in 
this process. The Business Rate Retention Pilots continued and he asked members 
to note that the final scheme details from Government were still awaited, which 
would provide much of the council’s future income. This was the ninth year of 
reductions in funding from central Government to this Council.  The Revenue 
Support Grant in 2011/12 was £148million pounds. This year it would be 
£17.8million pounds, which equated to a reduction of over £130 million pounds, at a 
time of ever rising demand. 
 
The Deputy Leader the drew members attention to the savings made by Cumbria 
County Council to date since 2011 which were £249million but there was still a 
further £47million savings to find over the next 3 years.   
 
The Medium Term Financial Plan at Appendix A of the report clearly set out the 
financial environment within which the Council had to work and detailed how the 
£22.7million pounds of savings for 2019/20 would be made.  
 
He asked members to note that this was the last year in which Councils were 
allowed the ‘flexibility’ to raise Council Tax by an additional 2% to be used on Adult 
Social Care.  The publication of the Government Green Paper on Social Care for 
Adults was still awaited, which would hopefully detail how this area would be funded 
in the future.  
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There were various bodies representing Cumbria’s interests in these matters and 
the council was fully involved in the Local Government Association, the County 
Council’s Network and the Rural Services Network in order to make the Cumbrian 
case. 
 
The Deputy Leader then took Council through the details in the report, detailing:- 
 

 How further savings would be delivered  

 Council tax consultation and increases  

 Capital Programme 
 
On conclusion of his presentation the Deputy Leader formally moved the 
recommendations, and asked members to note that these recommendations would 
help to deliver the Council Plan, protect the most vulnerable in society, help reshape 
the Council to make it fit for the future and provide a strong financial base for the 
Council moving forward.   
 
The Leader of the Council seconded the motion and reserved the right to speak. 
 
The Leader of Opposition spoke to oppose the motion, saying he felt the 
administration had painted a bleak picture to try to cover up for the weak and 
ineffective administration. He said that a full and alternative Conservative Group 
budget would not be presented today in order to save officer time, explaining that 
the Conservative Group, voted for by 44% of Cumbria, would have delivered a 
different budget.  
 
He referred to the state of Cumbria Highways, and the overspend in Children’s 
Services, and his concerns that Cumbria would end up bankrupt.  The relationship 
with the EU was suffering and he felt the EU should be prepared to negotiate more 
effectively with Britain. 
 
The Leader of the Opposition stated that the Government was working to address 
issues in the North; he welcomed the Government’s Industrial Strategy, Northern 
Powerhouse, Transport for the North and the Borderlands Project.  He thought the 
Council should be looking to rebalance the budget to support rural communities, 
enabling 16-17 year olds to access free transport to education.  The Leader of the 
opposition fully supported the Government with the 2% increase in Adult Social 
Care, referring to homes that were not fit for purpose and supported assisted 
technology and extra care housing to allow residents to stay at home.  He called on 
the Government to intervene and deliver unitary governance for Cumbria, which he 
felt would benefit from a slimmer local government structure. 
 
The Leader of the Opposition then commented on the outcomes of the 
administration since the election and reiterated the vision for the Conservative 
Group in Cumbria. 
 
The Leader of the Council then responded to the points raised by the Leader of the 
Opposition.  With reference to his statement about unitary governance for Cumbria 
the Leader had written to the Secretary for State for Housing, Communities and 
Local Government last year asking for this, but no response had yet been received.   
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With reference to Brexit the Leader of the Council commented that Brexit was a 
symptom not a cause and that he felt the Conservative Government was loading the 
burden of Brexit onto the local authorities to resolve. 
 
The Leader of the Council gave some historical context to the need to reduce debt 
and balance the economy which was started by the bail out of the banks that had 
caused the financial crisis.  The Government had then brought forward reductions in 
corporate tax rates.  These changes to thresholds had a huge effect, with Britain 
now having one of the lowest corporate tax rates in the G7. Therefore when hearing 
about whether pensioners had buses on which to use their free bus passes, youth 
clubs were closing, and that libraries were being run by volunteers, it was clear that 
this was all about political choices.  He urged members to support the proposed 
budget. 
 
The floor was then opened to debate and the Chairman reminded everyone they 
had a maximum of 5 minutes in which to speak. 
 
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition spoke first to say she agreed with the Leader 
of the Council that budgets were all about choices but that choices should not be 
reported in isolation.  She referred to the chart on page 107 of the budget papers 
and the largest area – the people directorate.  While she recognised that there were 
escalating pressures on Adult Social Care, government funding was not something 
within our control.  She referred to the inability of the council to revisit assessments 
in a timely manner which had left many people in the county without a care 
package.  New ways of working had not been adopted up to date and evidence 
based assessments of need had not been carried out. This had resulted in less than 
half of the £15m of savings being realised. 
 
She then referred to the overspends in Children’s Services, which amounted to 
almost £1m per month.  The administration had not introduced new ways of working 
to resolve this but had carried on operating in the same way, accruing overspends 
month on month.  She felt the administration was not looking at the needs of the 
people of Cumbria, but had produced a budget based on keeping themselves in 
power. 
 
Those members supporting the recommendations spoke about the hard choices 
that had to be made in times of austerity, which had resulted in the need to cut bus 
services for the elderly and community buses.  Community Transport was key to 
many people for getting around the county, both young and old, but cuts in 
Government funding had meant council support for these had to be removed.  Cuts 
in Revenue Support Grant had resulted in the need to increase council tax to the 
people of Cumbria.  They also spoke about the lack of rail services in Cumbria, and 
called on the Government to improve the train services in the county. Members 
supporting the recommendations also spoke about the difficulties being faced in 
balancing the budget for Children’s Services due to the increases in demand for the 
services. This was not just an issue for Cumbria, it was a national issue affecting 
many local authorities.  Cumbria County Council was managing the savage cuts in 
funding from Government whilst managing the demand and presenting a balanced 
budget. 
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Those members opposing the recommendations spoke of the lack of broadband 
and mobile service in some parts of the county, and called upon the administration 
to invest in the rural communities to make sure broadband and mobile services were 
available in hard to reach communities. They also spoke about the challenges to be 
faced in Cumbria in relation to Adult Social Care and the fact that they did not feel 
the proposed budget did enough to help face these challenges.  There needed to be 
much harder long term thinking to address the needs of the people in Cumbria.  
Members opposing the recommendations also felt that Cumbria was paying too 
much for the services needed for children and adults, and this needed to be 
investigated. The issue of the lack of Foster Carers in the county had still not been 
addressed.  The administration was looking to invest money in Children’s Care 
Homes when the money could be put to better use. 
 
The Cabinet Member for Children’s Services said there was a very real need for the 
investment in Children’s Homes.  Sedbergh Drive in Kendal was an excellent 
example of a home which was helping to stop children coming into the care system.  
A new home would be opened in Carlisle in the near future, and there were plans 
also to invest in west Cumbria.  The County Council had invested in Foster Carers, 
but once trained they often then left the local authority to go into the private sector.  
If children were in desperate need the County Council could not leave them in 
desperate situations.  The opposition could attack all they wanted but in emergency 
situations premium rates had to be paid for the services. 
 
Members speaking to oppose the budget were concerned that there may be plans 
coming forward to increase on street parking charges, and charging for permits for 
residents parking to generate funds.  If on street parking was implemented on the 
high street this would have a detrimental effect on the footfall in town centres, which 
were already suffering.  Those opposing the budget also commented that the 
references made by the Leader about the reaction to the economic crisis 10/11 
years ago was incorrect.  With reference to Corporate Taxation the top 1% of 
income tax payers were paying 21% income tax, and personal allowances had been 
increased a year early.  Members felt that the real issue was that the country 
currently subsidised Europe, as a member of the EU, for up to 50% of taxation on 
social issues, and there may be the opportunity to stop this depending on the 
outcome of the Brexit negotiations. 
 
In summing up the Deputy Leader of the Council formally moved the 
recommendations at Section 1 of the report, pages 52 to 54.  This Council would be 
able to pay its way during the next 12 months.  He commented that there were 
many Councils in the UK which would like to be able to say these words and to 
propose a Council Tax rise of less than the maximum allowed. 
 
These recommendations would deliver the Council Plan, protect the most vulnerable 
in society, help reshape the Council to make it fit for the future and provide a strong 
financial base for the Council moving forward.  He therefore asked the County 
Council to agree the recommendations. 
 
The motion was then put to the vote and, as required by the regulations, a recorded 
vote was taken.  Members voted as follows:-  
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For Against Absent 

Mr T Allison Mr Airey Mr HGG Graham 

Mr Barry Mr Barbour Dr Haraldsen 

Mr J Bell Mr Berry Mr Holliday 

Mrs PA Bell Mr Betton Mr Watson 

Mrs Bowditch Mr Bingham  Mr Wentworth Waites 

Mrs Burns Mrs Bland Mr Wielkopolski 

Mr Cassidy Mr Bowness Mr Worth 

Mr Clark Mr Brereton (Total – 7) 

Mr Collins Mrs Carrick  

Mr Connell Mr Dew  

Mr Cook Mr Ellis  

Mr Cotton Mr D English  

Ms Driver Miss Fearon  

Ms Earl Mr Fisher  

Mrs Evans Mr Gawne  

Mr W Graham Mr Hitchen  

Mrs Gray Mr Kennon  

Mr Hamilton Mr Lamb  

Mrs Hanson Mr Lister  

Mr Hawkins Mrs E Mallinson  

Mr Hogg Mr J Mallinson  

Mr Hughes Mr Markley  

Lord Liddle Mr Marriner  

Mr Little Mr Roberts  

Dr Lockney Mrs Tarbitt  

Mr Lywood Mr Turner  

Ms McCarron-Holmes Mr Wearing  

Mr McEwan Mr Whipp  

Mr McGuckin Mr Whiteside  

Mr McSweeney Mr D Wilson  

Mr Morgan Mr Wonnacott  

Mrs Rae Mr Worthington  

Mrs Sanderson (Total – 34)  

Mr Southward   

Mr Thornton   

Mrs Tibble   

Ms Wall   

Mr Weber   

Mrs Williamson   

Mrs Willis   

Mr M Wilson   

Mr Young   

(Total – 42)   

   

 
With 42 voting For and 34 Against the Chairman declared the motion CARRIED and 
it was 
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RESOLVED that  
 

(1) Council agrees to a general increase of Council Tax by 1.99% for 
2019/20.  Council agrees to the additional increase to the precept for 
Adult Social Care of 2.00% for 2019/20; 

(2) Council approves both the Adult Social Care precept increase of 2% and 
the general Council Tax increase of 1.99%, resulting in:- 

 
a) The net revenue budget requirement for 2019/20 of £378.755m. 
b) The Council Tax Requirement for 2019/20 of £236.497m which results 

in the precepts on the Districts as set out below:- 
 

Table 1 : Precepts  £ 

Allerdale 42,476,383 

Barrow 27,041,150 

Carlisle 46,892,836 

Copeland 28,478,309 

Eden 28,558,766 

South Lakeland 63,049,177 

Total  236,496,621 

 
c) The following levels of Council Tax for each property band as set out 

overleaf:-  
 

Table 2a : Council Tax Levels  
2018/19 
£ 

2019/20 
£ 

Increase  
(pa) 
£ 

Band A (up to £40,000) 888.09 923.52 35.43 

Band B (£40,001 to £52,000) 1,036.10 1,077.44 41.34 

Band C (£52,001 to £68,000) 1,184.11 1,231.36 47.25 

Band D (£68,001 to £88,000) 1,332.13 1,385.28 53.15 

Band E (£88,001 to £120,000) 1,628.16 1,693.12 64.96 

Band F (£120,001 to £160,000) 1,924.19 2,000.96 76.77 

Band G (£160,001 to £320,000) 2,220.22 2,308.80 88.58 

Band H (£320,001 and over) 2,664.26 2,770.56 106.30 

 
(3) Council agrees the budget proposals as set out in the report and detailed 

in the Medium Term Financial Plan 2019-2022 (Appendix A) resulting in 
the 2019/20 Revenue Budget which includes the following:-  

 
a) The Medium Term Financial Plan 2019-2022 (Appendix A)  
b) The CCC Capital Budget for 2019/20 of £105.822m set within the 

rolling programme of £195.898m (2019 – 2024) 
c) The School’s Budget for 2019/20 of £251.248m 
d) The use of reserves and levels of forecast reserves contained in the 

MTFP 
e) The fees and charges schedule for 2019/20 as set out in Appendix C 
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f) Delegation to Cabinet of the authority to set the final charges for the 
Works Permit Scheme following completion of the consultation 
exercise and to amend the 2019/20 fees and charges schedule within 
the Medium Term Financial Plan 2019-22. 

 
(4) Council agrees the Treasury Management Strategy for 2019/20 which is 

set out in Appendix D, specifically the:- 
 

a) Treasury Management Strategy (Section 2) (including the borrowing 
strategy is set out in Section 2.4).  

b) Annual Investment Strategy Statement (Section 3). 
c) Prudential Indicators (Section 4).  
d) Minimum Revenue Provision (MRP) Policy Statement (Section 5)  

 
(5) Council approves the transfer of net increases/decreases to Sources of 

Finance confirmed after the 7 February 2019 to the Council’s Volatility 
Reserve; 

(6) Council agrees the adoption and publication of the statutory Pay Policy 
Statement 2019/20 set out in Appendix F. This includes setting the 
minimum hourly rate at the UK Living Wage (as set by the Living Wage 
Foundation).    

 
The meeting broke for lunch at 1pm and reconvened at 1.30pm. 
  
 
71 SCRUTINY UPDATE REPORT 
 
The Chair of the Scrutiny Management Board presented a report which updated 
Council on the work of Scrutiny and any issues and developments that had occurred 
since the last meeting of Full Council. 
  
The Chair informed Council that one Call In had been received since the last 
meeting of Council. The Call In was of the decision made on 20 December 2019 by 
Cabinet in relation to the 2020-2021 School Admissions Arrangements. Scrutiny 
Management Board met on 22 January to consider the matter and agreed not to 
refer the decision back to Cabinet. 
 
RESOLVED,  that the report be received and noted. 
 
 
72 QUESTIONS 
 
Mr Betton asked the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport the reasons for 
the delay with the roadworks on Warwick Road, and when the work was likely to be 
completed.  As the local member he expected to be kept informed of progress and 
delays but he did not receive any information. 
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The Cabinet Member responded to say that the Local Member should have been 
kept informed of progress and he would follow this up, and ensure Mr Betton 
received an update.  The issue which had led to the delay was about the roots from 
the trees on the Eden Street junction, which were wrapped around some high tech 
cabling.    
 
Mr Airey asked the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport what could be 
done to mitigate the issues being experienced by drivers along the A590.  For the 
past couple of days there have been traffic lights in operation along some parts of 
the road but there was no evidence of any work being carried out.  He asked the 
Cabinet Member to speak to those concerned to see if this issue could be resolved. 
 
The Cabinet Member said the County Council had received a number of complaints 
about this, but Highways England had not notified the County Council about this. 
The Cabinet Member AGREED to speak to the utility companies and Highways 
England about this. 
 
In relation to the announcement re: funding for the Carlisle Southern Link Road, Mr 
Whiteside asked the Cabinet Member – Highways and Transport if he would be 
working with Highways England to ensure consideration be given to funding similar 
schemes in west Cumbria. 
 
The Cabinet Member responded to say that the County Council was aware of the 
need for similar schemes for West Cumbria and continued to press for funding for 
these with Government and also with Transport for the North (TfN). 
 
Mrs Williamson had seen the local headlines recently which highlighted the issues 
of child poverty in Cumbria and she asked what the County Council was doing to 
mitigate the effects of child poverty. 
 
The Cabinet Member responded to say that the County Council was committed to 
tackling child poverty and she detailed some of the work being undertaken to 
mitigate this.     
 
Mr Brereton asked the Cabinet Member – Highways and Transport for an update on 
the Working Together project, and whether the project had stalled.  
 
The Cabinet Member replied to say that this project was still on course and he had 
met with Cumbria Association of Local Councils (CALC) recently to update them on 
progress.  However, parishes throughout the county were at different stages of 
agreement.  He asked members to contact him directly if they had any areas of 
concern.  
 
Mr A Lamb asked, with reference to fly tipping, whether the Cabinet Member for the 
Environment would agree to look at simplifying the rules and procedures regarding 
permits for vans and trailers, as 33% of fly tipped waste was that of a small van.  He 
also asked the Cabinet Member for an update of work taking place with the district 
councils to look at how the County Council could help to reduce fly tipping.     
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The Cabinet Member responded to say that she was aware of the difficulties and the 
County Council was currently working on plans to make the use of vans and trailers 
simpler.  In relation to working with the district councils to help reduce fly tipping the 
Cabinet Member responded to say that although fly tipping was not the 
responsibility of the County Council she would be meeting with the districts over the 
next few weeks to look at joint working to try to mitigate this.  
 
Mr N Hughes asked the leader of the council how much resource and advice the 
County Council had received from Government on how to handle a no deal Brexit, 
and how effective he felt this would be for vulnerable people in need.   
 
The Leader detailed the Funding that had been announced by the Government, 
which was around £3 billion across the country.  Of this, the County Council was 
likely to receive £170,000 over 2 years. He confirmed the County Council had 
received Government guidance on a No Deal Brexit, but with over 100 pieces of 
information this placed considerable asks on local government to understand.  
However, the County Council would be working on establishing contingency plans 
should this happen and would work with partners to ensure the most vulnerable 
were supported. 
 
Mr D Whipp reminded council that one of the outcomes from last year’s budget was 
to increase the fees for Foster Carers to enable the County Council to compete with 
private fees.  He asked the Cabinet Member for Children’s Services to detail the 
progress of this. 
 
The Cabinet Member said the appointment of 16 new foster carer’s were currently in 
the process of being appointed; 7 had been appointed from the independent sector; 
and there were currently a further 22 applications in progress. She confirmed that 
none of the council carers had left the service to go into the private sector.     
 
Mr F Morgan asked the Leader for an update on the Borderlands Project. 
 
The Leader responded to update members and it was noted that an announcement 
was expected on this before 15 March 2019. 
 
Mr A Markley asked the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport for assurance 
that the County Council was working on a solution for the issues being faced along 
the B5900 at Dubmill., where the road was washing away. 
 
The Cabinet Member said the County Council was aware that this road had suffered 
over the winter months, as a result of adverse weather, and that the road had been 
closed recently.  The County Council was currently producing a Coastal Strategy to 
consider issues such as this and the Cabinet Member would keep Allerdale Local 
Committee updated on progress. 
  
Lord Liddle was aware that the council had not yet received a response from the 
Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government to the request 
that consideration be given to unitary status for Cumbria.  He asked what steps 
were being taken to ensure a response was received. 
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The Leader confirmed this was being chased up with the Minister, and that he was 
aware that some of the MP’s and some of the District Councils had also written to 
the Secretary of State about this. He wondered if Lord Liddle could raise this in the 
House of Lords. 
 
Mr P Dew referred to page 154 of the papers today and the reference from Mr A 
Waite that there was a need to ensure that Children’s Services were adequately 
funded in future.   
  
In relation to a statement made at the last Council meeting by the Leader, where he 
claimed that Universal Credit was responsible for the unforeseen rise in children 
being taken into care, Mr Dew asked Mr Young to provide the statistics to 
substantiate the claim, and secondly whether he would agree to meet with senior 
managers at the Department of Work and Pensions to see how the council could 
work with DWP to ameliorate some of the difficulties which have arisen, in the same 
way the Children Looked After Service was already doing with care leavers.  
 
The Leader replied to say that Mr Waite was not a consultant appointed by the 
County Council, but that he that he had given a full and comprehensive response to 
the budget consultation exercise as a member of the public, as detailed in the 
report. 
 
He then responded to say that he did not have the figures, but referred to the press 
statement from Amber Rudd, the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions in which 
she referred to the challenges with the initial roll out, and changes designed to make 

Universal Credit fairer. 
 

Mr Young said there were currently no plans to work with colleagues in the 
Department of Works and Pensions. 
 
Mr Bingham asked the Cabinet Member – Highways and Transport whether he was 
aware of the problems to users of county highways when bridges belonging to other 
authorities were damaged.  More specifically was he aware of the disruption caused 
when Crooklands Canal Bridge was closed for repairs, without prior notice.  He also 
asked the Cabinet Member why the placing of diversion signs had been done by the 
Canal Authority rather than Cumbria Highways. 
 
The Cabinet Member said the County Council had not been made aware of this 
issue, and he would talk to the Canal Authority about their alert system. The Canal 
Authority placed the signs on the highway as this was a bridge owned by them. 
 
 
73 APPOINTMENT OF SCRUTINY CHAIR - COMMUNITIES AND PLACE 
 
The Leader of the Council presented a report from the Monitoring Officer, which 
asked members to note the appointment of the new Chair of the Communities and 
Place Scrutiny Advisory Board following the recent changes to membership and re-
assignment of portfolios of Cabinet. 
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In line with the Constitution, if a vacancy arose in the position of Chair or Vice-chair 
of a Scrutiny Advisory Board before the next annual meeting of the Council, then the 
political group holding the position immediately before the vacancy arose was 
entitled to fill the vacancy until the next annual meeting of the Council.  
 
The report was asking members to note that in line with this procedure rule Mr SB 
Collins had been appointed as Chair of the Communities and Place Scrutiny 
Advisory Board. 
 
RESOLVED,  that County Council note that Mr SB Collins has been appointed as 

the Chair of the Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board, 
following Mrs PA Bell’s reappointment to Cabinet.  

 
 
74 MINUTES OF COMMITTEES 
 
(A) Cumbria Pensions Committee 
 
The Vice Chair of the Cumbria Pensions Committee presented the minutes from the 
meeting held on 10 December 2018.  There were no questions from the floor on 
these. 

RESOLVED,  that the minutes of the Cumbria Pensions Committee held on 10 
December 2018 be received and noted. 

 
 
(B) Audit and Assurance Committee 
 
The Chair of the Audit and Assurance presented the minutes from the meeting held 
on 11 December 2018.  There were no questions from the floor on these. 

RESOLVED that,  the minutes of the Audit and Assurance meeting held on 11 
December 2018 be received and noted. 

 
76 NOTICE OF MOTIONS 
 
Mr R Betton moved the motion as set out in the Council Agenda, as follows:- 
 
‘Cumbria County Council in 2016/17 agreed an additional Council Tax precept rise 
of 2%, on top of the 1.99% general Council Tax rise, on every Cumbrian Household 
to pay for adult social care. This was thrust on us by the now ruling Conservative 
central Government. 
 
I did not support this in 2016/17, 2017/18 or 2018/19 because I believe that Council 
tax payers should not foot the bill for adult social care as it should be funded fully by 
Central Government, we have been taxed enough by this Conservative Government 
as it is. 
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To date, the total figure raised by the adult social care council tax precept is £25m 
and if the 2% increase is passed again today, that total will increase to £43m. 
 
The Conservative Government are unclear if they want future adult social care 
funding to come from our NHS, Cumbria County Council allocated monies or even if 
it is once again to be an additional burden to be paid for by Cumbrian Council tax 
payers.  
 
Will this Council agree to lobby Central Government to end this unfair tax to the 
people of Cumbria and foot the bill from Central Government?’ 
 
The motion was moved by Mr Betton and seconded by Mr W Graham. 
 
Mr Betton asked those members who care about the vulnerable residents of 
Cumbria to support the Motion and agree that this Council lobbies Central 
Government to end this unfair tax to the people of Cumbria and foot the bill for Adult 
Social Care from Central Government. 
 

The motion was then opened to debate, with speakers both in support, and against, 
the Motion.  Upon conclusion of the debate this was then put to a vote, and with 34 
For and 23 Against the motion was carried. 
 
It was therefore RESOLVED that Cumbria County Council agree to lobby Central 
Government to end this unfair tax to the people of Cumbria and that Central 
Government be asked to fund the cost of adult social care.  
 
 
77 SPEECHES 
 
There were no speeches made at this to meeting. 
 
 
 

The meeting ended at 2.50 pm 
 


